
Conn Booster Trumpets & Cornets 
Elkhart c.1912-1913 

The Conn Loyalist website has both a large bore cornet and trumpet listed as “Unknown 
Model”. After several years of keeping track of existing Conn cornets and trumpets, I was able 
to match these with examples from the 1912 to 1913 period.  

Cornets have a range from 124135 to 127323 and trumpets from 124884 to 132731. 

The trumpets do not have any known match in catalogs or advertising from the period and only 
one ad in the March 1914 “Musical Truth” shows the cornet as “The Booster” model. For this 
article, I will refer to both as Booster models. 

 



In 2023, I acquired cornet #124135, which also happens to be the earliest example that I have 
found for this model. Since Conn #121729 had a guarantee date of December 1911, and Conn 
#126406 is said to have been purchased new in 1912, I am pretty confident that mine dates to 
early 1912. 

 

All of the cornets and trumpets are marked on the middle valve casing with “L” for the Conn 
2-1/2 bore of 0.485”; an amazing bore size even for today. This one came with the case and 
high pitch slides but was missing the “Booster” mouthpiece. 

 

Unusual design features are the rear lead pipe brace commonly found on standard cornets of 
the period, a curved front bell brace, and a reversed first slide top tube. 

 



Cornet #124917 from Horn-u-copia.net 

 

Trumpet #124942 courtesy Robb Stewart. This also came with high and low pitch slides. 

 

Cornet #126406 from the National Music Museum (the only change is a bottom water key). 

 

 

 



Trumpet #127227 missing one of the tuning slide braces (auction photo). 

 

Cornet #127323 with the water key back in front and possible added pinky hook (auction). 

 

Trumpet #130731 now with a third slide ring (Horn-u-copia.net). This has a change in bell bracing. 

 



Trumpet #131503 back to a bottom water key (author’s photo). 

 

Unique bell bracing that appears to be original. The front one is reversed. 

 

Trumpet #132731 

 

Trumpet #147815 is similar in design but is the medium-bore New Wonder model. 

 



Here is #131503 all restored and with a 1920’s mouthpiece added. 

 

Comparing the cornet (top) to the trumpet, the design is a little different. 

Bells even 

 

Valves even 

 


